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BVD - A CASE STUDY

JOE MURRAY

Joe Murray is a beef suckler farmer and farms near Elphin, Co. Roscommon. Traditionally he ran a
suckler to beef system, but in 2010 changed from finishing all of the young stock to selling them as
stores.

Joe farms 48ha which includes some rented land.  He has 70 cows which are predominantly Limousin
crosses, but he also has Simmental and Charolais crosses in the herd. The cows calve from
September to early January.  Joe purchases all his replacements and therefore does not have a
closed herd.

In 2006, Joe experienced difficulty getting the cows in calf and then during the following calving
season, a number of calves died.  This caused him great concern and worry.  He approached his vet
and was advised to vaccinate for BVD. The following year herd health improved considerably with
cows going back in calf and a reduction in calf losses.

In 2008, Joe joined the BETTER Farm project run by Teagasc and the Irish Farmers’ Journal.  As a
result he became more aware of animal health issues and problems experienced by the other
farmers involved in the project.

In 2009, in response to widespread animal health issues among the farmers in the project, the
Teagasc advisors set up an animal health screening programme.  At this time Joe decided to tissue
tag test all the animal on his farm for BVD virus.  No persistently infected (PI) cattle were identified.
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As a result of the screening programme, Joe became much more aware of biosecurity on the farm
and put in place a policy of isolating and testing all purchased animals for BVD. He currently buys his
replacement stock through both farm to farm sales and at markets

With his improved biosecurity in place, 10 maiden heifers purchased in 2010 were isolated them and
tested with the tissue tag test.  One PI was identified.  He separated the heifer and isolated her from
the main herd. As the heifer was in excellent condition and had not been in contact with the rest of
the herd, he decided to attempt to get her to slaughter weight.

However, at the next meeting of the BETTER Farm group, he was strongly advised to remove the PI
animal immediately, and the heifer was sent to the factory the following morning.

All calves that were born into the herd during 2010 were also tissue tag tested and there were no
PIs.

During 2011, Joe purchased 20 in-calf heifers in a farm to farm sale.  As part of the condition of sale,
the seller had to tissue tag test the animals prior to them leaving his farm.   All animals were tested
BVD virus free.  These animals have been calving since September 2011. As a negative result on the
heifers did not guarantee that one or more of them was not carrying a PI calf and Joe intends to ear
notch test all the calves including those born to these dams.

His reason for not tagging the calves at birth was that he was waiting to see if a national BVD
Eradication Programme would be put in place.   Joe is anxious to get involved immediately in the
programme, and intends to take part in the voluntary phase which begins on 1st January 2012. Joe
continues to have a vaccination policy for BVD in place on the farm.

Joe has found that his involvement with the BETTER Farm project has allowed him to gain the
knowledge and confidence to tackle a range of animal health issues, including BVD, and he  praises
the advice and information given by through the project’s advisors.

Given his own experiences, and the knowledge he has now gained, Joe welcomes a national BVD
Eradication Programme.  He feels farmers have to protect their income and to do that they must
educate themselves about the consequences of BVD and actively participate in the national
programme.
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