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I WOULD   like to wish all our readers a happy New Year! Hopefully you have all had an opportunity 
to ‘recharge the batteries’ over the Christmas, in preparation for a busy spring and an exciting year ahead. 
We expect the Knowledge Transfer measures of the Rural Development Programme to commence in 
2016, which will generate lots of CellCheck activity. As participation in a CellCheck Farmer Workshop 
will be a requirement for all RDP participants, we anticipate that more than 200 workshops will be held 
around the country this coming year, with the same again next year. For those of you that have recently 
completed Stage 2 CellCheck training, and are keen to get involved in Farmer Workshop delivery, make 
sure you get in touch with your nearest CellCheck Regional Coordinator to express your interest. All 
RDP-related updates and news of the expanding Regional Coordinator network will be included in 
this monthly newsletter, so keep an eye on it for the latest information! Thanks for your participation, 
support and feedback in 2015, and looking forward to another busy and exciting year!

An exciting year ahead
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ON THE 1ST  of April of last year EU milk quotas were abolished and the dairy world as we know it 
changed forever.  Our industry was presented with an unprecedented opportunity to expand. 

With this year’s milk output figures up 11.4% year-on-year, it is clear that the projected growth of 50% 
by 2020 is very achievable.  Milk output year-to-date is 6 billion litres, compared to 5.4 billion litres in 
2014.  The challenge over this period of growth will be to achieve the expansion we are targeting in an 
economically and environmentally sustainable manner; preserving what is best about dairying in Ireland 
and improving on what we can do better.

At farm level, the efficiency and quality of milk production has advanced in leaps and bounds 
through improved breeding, genetics, animal health and welfare and grass management.  All of these 
improvements have left us with better quality milk that is more efficiently and sustainably produced.  
The work of Animal Health Ireland has played a critical role in supporting our industry to achieve and 
maintain these high standards.

Alongside improvements at farm level, major investments into and enhancement of facilities has been 
achieved amongst our processors.  Irish processors have invested more than half a billion euro on new 
facilities. For Irish dairy to become a major player on the world stage, investments like these are critical.

On the market front, in a drive to build profitable routes to market for Irish dairy products, Ornua has 
made significant investments in the US, Saudi Arabia, Spain and, most recently Nigeria. Closer to home, 
continued investments in branding and new product development have strengthened the position and 
offering of Kerrygold and our other brands.  Kerrygold is a key vehicle for the additional milk volumes.  
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Extensions of the Kerrygold label to new products such as spreadable butter and continental cheeses 
have contributed to double digit growth rates in Germany, where the brand is already the market leader.  

Kerrygold’s performance in the key North American market in 2015 has been exceptional.  Our butter 
and cheese brands are increasing in turnover and growing market share.  There has been a particularly 
strong move towards sustainably produced products and US consumers are responding to our message 
about the ‘grassfed difference’.

One of Ornua’s most exciting 2015 investments has been the development of Kerrygold Park in 
Mitchelstown.  Irish dairy farmers produce the best tasting milk in the world which enables us produce 
the best tasting butter in the world, Kerrygold.  Soon we will have a world class facility to support the 
future growth and development of Kerrygold.  The facility will open this summer.  It will process up to 
50,000 tonnes of packet / tub butter a year, principally for the US and UK market, and will go a long way 
towards streamlining our production activities in Ireland.  

All of these investments are being made to secure long-term returns which will be for the benefit of our 
members’ dairy farmers.

It is clear that our industry prepared well for the changing landscape of Irish dairying.  However, the 
abolition of quotas came at a challenging time, coinciding with the impact of the Russian dairy ban and 
falling Chinese imports.  Today, the Russian ban is an ongoing negative factor for cheese and butter sales, 
while powder demand is being impacted by China’s economic slowdown.  These coupled with strong 
growth in global milk production in the main dairy surplus regions globally (New Zealand, EU and US) 
have resulted in record low prices.  Markets remain challenged, with strong fresh output and stocks 
supplies good, but still insufficient, international demand. While the outlook is difficult in the medium 
term, the expectation remains that a recovery will eventually occur, driven by global population and 
income growth, and a renewed appreciation of dairy as a healthy, nutritious and high-quality food.

At Ornua, as we look to the year ahead, our core focus will be to continue to pay leading product prices 
to our members. Central to this will be the building of routes to market and the ongoing development 
of our brands through the marketing of the attributes of our sustainable grass based system, a unique 
selling point in international markets.
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MINIMUM DRY PERIODS and milk withholding times for antibiotic dry cow therapy 
(DCT) are there to ensure that no residue of antibiotic remains by the time the freshly-calved cow is 
milked into the bulk tank. In the absence of quotas, some farmers will have milked on for a little longer 
than previous years, which may result in a shorter dry period for some cows. If you did this, then you 
need to double-check that the dry period of every cow treated is at least as long as the minimum dry 
period of the DCT used. Early lactation is a high risk time for bulk tank residues, particularly antibiotics, 
which is a serious food safety matter. Milk processors have stringent penalties if milk supplies are found 
to be positive for residues.  

How to avoid antibiotic residue problems this spring:

• Write down the dates of when cows were treated with DCT, and when their withholding periods 
are up (based on the manufacturer’s recommendations). 

• If cows calve early, make sure the minimum dry period has passed before putting her milk into 
the tank. 

• If you suspect an error in cow identity, treatment or calving date records, do not put the milk in 
the tank until the issue is resolved. Consult your milk processor immediately. 

• Many processors will offer an option to pre-test milk before collection in spring – avail of this to 
help ensure that your bulk tank is residue-free. 

Finally, if you suspect any cows have been milked into the tank by mistake notify your milk processor 
immediately to avoid contaminating a full silo of milk.
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What’s a minimum dry period?

For more information on reducing the risk of residues in milk, see Management 
Notes E & F in the CellCheck Farm Guidelines for Mastitis Control
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Paul Cullinan
087 2470803
Mayo/Sligo
Aurivo

Tom Downes
087 2564669
Longford/Monaghan
Lakeland Dairies

Brendan Dillon
087 2626851
Cork/Waterford/
Wexford/Wicklow 
Glanbia

Joe Moriarty 
066 7163200 
Kerry/Clare
Kerry Agribusiness

Tom Starr
087 6697010
Tipperary/Limerick
Arrabawn Co-op

John Fitzpatrick
086 0426567
Kilkenny/Laois/Carlow/
Kildare/Dublin 
Glanbia

Sinead Treanor 
023 8822369
West Cork
Carbery Group
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A Resource and Point of Contact for 
CellCheck Activities in your Area

CellCheck Regional Coordinators
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