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BVD - CASE STUDY
PHILIP & MICHAEL KINANE

Philip and Michael Kinane are dairy and beef farmers in Horse & Jockey, Thurles, Co. Tipperary.  They
run a spring calving pedigree Holstein Friesian herd with a small suckler herd, some of which act as
recipients for embryo transfers.

In 2004 they were depopulated with BSE, but prior to that had no significant health issues on the
farm. Philip began restocking in May 2004 with the goal of re-building a pedigree Holstein Friesian
herd. As a result, cattle were typically purchased in small groups from all parts of the country.

Philip purchased some pedigree cows from Tom Julian, a farmer and vet in Cashel.  At the time Tom
was involved in a pilot three year herd health programme run by the Department of Agriculture and
Tom suggested that Philip also participate.   The herd was regarded an ideal herd to be investigated
given the circumstances at the time of restocking. The programme was to screen and investigate for
IBR, Johne’s disease and BVD.

Since buying in stock in 2004, the Kinanes had experienced some herd health issues but they
attributed this to the stress of bringing together a new herd of cows and a settling down period for
the herd. They were also unaware, like many farmers to the extent of disease in herds, but were
beginning to paying special attention to the problem when it was highlighted in the farming press.

In 2005 blood and faeces samples were taken from all animals to establish the health status of the
new herd. Only 10 cows were sampled specifically for BVD and IBR antibody. Eight of the 10 cows
were BVD antibody positive. (All animals were sampled for Johne’ disease in 2005, both blood and
faeces)
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In 2006, there was no BVD sampling done only further testing for Johne’s disease.

In the 2007, the final year of the pilot programme, all breeding animals were blood tested for BVD
and 3 PI animals were identified.  These animals had been purchased back in 2004.  The cows were
culled immediately.  Philip identified and removed the daughter of one of the PI cows which had just
calved down with a heifer calf, which was also culled.  There were no other progeny in the herd from
the other 2 PI cows.

Following the removal of the PI animals, Philip vaccinated the cows and maiden heifers in 2007 prior
to the breeding season for BVD and now has a vaccination programme in place.  Since 2007, he has
taken random blood samples from the calves at regular intervals and continues to use this method
of surveillance which is consistent with the protocol described in the Animal Health Ireland
information leaflet.

As part of Kevinsfort farming enterprise they sell pedigree bulls.  To date no bull has shown up with
antibodies or virus for BVD. The stringent testing regime for the bulls is also used to monitor his
herd health status for all the bio secure diseases. The regime is a combination of biosecurity as well
as autumn blood sampling of 5-10 weanlings (spring born) to check for exposure to IBR and BVD.

The Kinanes now operate a closed herd policy and do not purchase animals.  As pedigree breeders, if
they wish to improve their genetics they would purchase embryos to reduce their risk of exposure to
disease.  Although he does not show cattle, Philip feels strongly that pedigree breeders are more
vulnerable to disease when exhibiting cattle at shows, and would welcome the development of high
health status shows and sales where animals are tested negative for BVD virus and antibodies to IBR.

At the time, while upset at the financial loss caused by culling the 3 PI animals,  Philip was delighted
and relieved they were identified and removed immediately to minimise further financial losses.  He
also felt that they were now making progress in dealing with disease on his farm and was very happy
and pleased to have participated in the Dept of Agriculture pilot scheme and would welcome the
wider availability of such a programme.

Given his experience with BVD, Philip is now very anxious to see a national eradication programme
put in place and would be keen to see a high buy in from farmers into the programme to ensure it
will be successful within the 6 year period.


